The Veldt – Ray Bradbury

Answer in full sentences and in your own words.

1.  What is ironic about the name: “Happy-Life Home”?
2.  How does the nursery work?

3.  Give two examples of personification from the story.  (Be sure to distinguish from things the house is ‘actually’ doing versus giving inanimate objects human feelings).

4.  Characters are round/dynamic, stereotypical or flat.  Using details from the story as evidence, explain the characteristics of:
a) Lydia

b) George
5.  Describe, in detail, the scene or setting that the nursery is stuck on.

6.  Explain how the sun in the veldt symbolizes the feelings the children have toward their parents?

7.  a) What two items are found in the nursery?  To whom do they belong?

b)  Describe the condition of the items.

c)  How does this contribute to the foreshadowing at the end of the story?

8.  What advice does David McClean give George and Lydia?  Do they follow it?

9.  When does George say the children’s attitudes and behaviours began to change?

10.  What do you think happened at the end of the story (to the parents? to George?) Why?

11.  a) Make an argument for the children being the antagonist.

b)  Make an argument for the nursery being the antagonist.

Answer the following questions in paragraph form.  Each paragraph must be a minimum of 5 sentences in length.

11.  Do children and technology mix?  What opinion do you think Bradbury has about children and technology based on his creation of the characters Peter and Wendy?
12.  Do you think George and Lydia are good parents?  Why/why not?  Give examples from the story.

13.  In what ways can we relate this to modern society or our own lives?

The Veldt – Post Video Responses

Answers can be completed on this sheet.  Please answer questions 2 and 3 in full sentences, and in paragraph form (at least 5-7 sentences).

1.  Compare and Contrast the Movie with the Short Story.  Come up with at least 4 key points in each area of the Venn Diagram below.
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2.  Which version of the story did you enjoy more, the short story or the movie?  Why?  Explain at least three reasons why you like this version better using examples.

3.  This story was written in the 1950s as a view of what the future would be like.  In detail, explain what you think the future might be like 60 years from now (2076) in regards to technology and our lives. 
