School uniforms should be banned at Charles P. Allen High School.  School uniforms should be banned because they are uncomfortable.  Often, I choose clothing every morning when I wake up based on how I am feeling that day.  For example, if I am tired, I might choose sweatpants and a hoodie so that I feel warm and cozy while sitting through 6 hours of class.  With a school uniform I don’t get that level of comfort and I am forced to put on slacks and/or a skirt, a shirt and possibly a tie, which sounds incredibly uncomfortable.  Not to mention, school uniforms do not allow me to exercise my creativity. When I go to the mall, I get to choose what clothes I buy.  I like to experiment with different colors and styles and then wear the clothes to school around my friends.  I like that I can choose what I want, and not be boxed in by a school uniform that may not be a part of my personal style or my favorite color.  Finally, school uniforms prevent me from having free-will.  I always hear that it is okay to be different and express yourself, but a school uniform prevents me from making my own choices about my clothing.  It’s like schools do not trust that I will be able to make mature decisions about my wardrobe and as if that wardrobe will affect my learning.  School uniforms are restrictive and clothes do not make the learner!
· Topic Sentence: the first sentence of the paragraph.  It gives the reader an idea of what the paragraph is going to be about.
· Recognize: a sentence that explains the point you are trying to make.

· Reflect: this is the explanation of the recognize, your examples and details.

· Transitions: connector words that show readers why different points make sense together.

· Conclusion Sentence: sums up what the author wants to communicate in the paragraph. It is often the topic sentence but worded in a different way.

SCO10.1, 10.2

Task: You will watch and take notes on the DocZone Documentary: Wild & Dangerous: The World of Exotic Pets and write a paragraph responding to the following question: “Should people be allowed to keep exotic animals as pets?”  You will write your paragraph using the proper paragraph structure shown above.  You will VISUALLY label your paragraph by identifying the 5 parts of your paragraph by using different colors (as per the example).  You may use a highlighter, or underline using pens, markers, color pencils, etc. 
Paragraphs will be graded using the following rubric:

	Topic & Conclusion Sentences: Present & Show Critical Thinking
	          /2
	Transition Words: Appropriate and varied.
	      /1.5

	Recognizes: Present, clear and releveant.
	       /1.5
	Use of Evidence: Uses examples and details as mentioned in the documentary
	      /2

	Reflects: Clear and Thorough. Effectively shows deeper understanding of the recognize.
	          /3
	Colored Graphic Organizer
	      /2

	Word Choice, Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation, Etc…
	          /2
	Total:
	        /14


Refer to your ORGANIZING TRANSITIONS handout for helpful suggestions when choosing appropriate transition words.
