Child Soldier Persuasive Letter Writing
   





(30 marks)

Despite the fact that children are protected through international law, the Sierra Leonean government and many others around the world continue to use child soldiers. 

Write a letter to the President of Sierra Leone, Ernest Bai Koroma requesting that he discontinue using child soldiers in their armed conflicts and join other countries who have signed the Human Rights Watch treaty against child soldiers.

It is important to include information from the texts we have studied in class as evidence for your arguments.  Think about Ishmael Beah from A Long Way Gone, the documentary by Gen. Romeo Dellaire Fight like Soldiers, Die like Children, and our discussions/critical analysis questions/document analysis paragraphs/gathering evidence chart: reflect on how countries are indoctrinating (recruiting/kidnapping/brainwashing) and abusing our youth to further their own violent agendas.

Requirements:

· At least three (3) quotes from the novel A Long Way Gone.

· Three (3) quotes or detailed descriptions/summaries from any other sources we used in class.

· Length: 500-750 words

· Typed, 12-pt. Times New Roman font, double spaced

Due Dates:

· Essay Outline __________________________________

· Rough Draft (handwritten or typed) ___________________________________

· Final Draft ____________________________________

Your letter should include:

· Introduction: Your opinion on the use of child soldiers and the reasons why you believe that child soldiers should be banned.  Include any information you know about child soldiers and explain the research that you/we have done on the subject.
· Body Paragraphs: Explain (using detailed examples) the problems that come with using child soldiers - both to the:

·  child (mentally, emotionally, physically), 
· the community (fear, suspicion, break down of tradition, loss of community), and 
· the world (UN soldier missions, non-profit groups committed to getting children out of this situation/rehabilitation, impact on the rest of the world).

· Conclusion: Provide some possible solutions to help child soldiers who are removed from armed conflicts and perhaps alternatives to using child soldiers in the first place.
	RUBRIC
	
	

	THOUGHT & DETAIL
	ORGANIZATION
	Matters of Correctness
	LANGUAGE CHOICE

	Excellent:   9  - 10             Insightful ideas are supported by carefully-chosen evidence and/or details.  Details are well chosen and meet the requirements.
	Excellent   9 - 10                      Skilful intro.  Main point is strong & clear throughout.  Closing is thoughtful & effectively related to thesis.
	Excellent:          5 

Confident control of correct sentence construction, grammar, & mechanics.  Overall absence of error notable.
	Excellent:       5                        Choices contribute to a skilful & fluent essay.  Wording is precise, effective, & sometimes polished.

	Proficient:   7 - 8       Thoughtful ideas are supported by appropriate evidence OR conventional ideas supported by carefully-considered evidence.
	Proficient:   7 - 8               Competent introduction, Main point is focused & generally clears throughout.  Closing related effectively to thesis.
	Proficient: 4 

Competent control of correct sentence construction, grammar, & mechanics.  Minor errors are acceptable.
	Proficient:      4                         Choices contribute to a careful & confident essay.  Wording is specific & generally effective.

	Acceptable:   5 - 6              Relevant ideas are supported by purposefully-chosen evidence.
	Acceptable:   5 - 6                     Intro. Provides a general direction for the reader.  Focus of main point is clear, but may be disorganized.  Closing related to thesis, but basic.
	Acceptable: 3 

Satisfactory control of correct sentence construction, grammar, & mechanics.  May have some errors, but communication is still clear.
	Acceptable:       3             Conventional choices contribute to a conventional essay.  Wording adequate but may not be specific.  Straightforward; attempts at more complex writing may be awkward.

	Limited:  3 - 4            Superficial ideas are weakly supported.
	Limited 3 - 4                   Intro., if present, does not really fit the essay.  Focused idea is lacking/not maintained; ideas not developed.  Closing does not bring the essay together.
	Limited:      2                    Faltering control of correct sentence construction, grammar, & mechanics.  The number & type of errors blurs communication.
	Limited:      2                             Choices contribute to a very weak, limited essay.  Wording is often awkward or immature.  Writing may be vague, repetitive, and/or unclear.

	Poor: 1 - 2                    Unsupported generalities & details do not develop the topic/theme.
	Poor: 1 - 2                                Intro., if present, does not relate to the rest of the essay.  Main point lacking; topic not developed/clear.  Closing, if present, is in- appropriate/unconnected.
	Poor:     1                             Writing shows a lack of control of correct sentence construction, grammar, & mechanics.  Errors are jarring and prevent communication.
	Poor:     1                                      Choices contribute to a very poor, weak essay.  Wording is vague and/or inadequate.  Writing may be confusing & uncontrolled.

	Insufficient    0             Nothing there.
	Insufficient    0                     Nothing there.
	Insufficient    0                 Nothing there.
	Insufficient    0                        Nothing there.

	TOTAL:               /30                   %


Persuasive Letter Outline
· To be completed BEFORE writing the draft.—
· The outline can be done in point form.  -- 

Name ……………………………………
Date ………………………

Topic: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Thesis Statement: ………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Ideas for introductory paragraph: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………….
Argument 1: ……………………………………………………..……….……………………………………..…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Ideas for supporting details: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………..……….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Argument 2: ……………………………………………………..……….………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Ideas for supporting details: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………..……….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Argument 3: ……………………………………………………..……….………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….………………………………………………………………………………
Ideas for supporting details: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………….

Ideas for conclusive paragraph: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………..……….……………………………………………………….
