Using the Text Evidence from your “Student Response Template” students will write paragraphs to answer the following guiding questions.  You MUST use proper paragraph format for each paragraph you write.  Additionally, you must use the text evidence you found in the articles as part of your reflects.
Answer any two (2) of the the following guiding questions:

· Why do children join militias in South Sudan?

· Why is it difficult to eliminate the use of child soldiers?

· What steps have government organizations undertaken to help stop this practice?

· What struggles do former child soldiers face when trying to leave the military and rejoin their society?

Example: Guiding Question – Why do militias use children as soldiers?
Militias use children as soldiers for their own personal gains when fighting wars.  Children are used for armed combat.  Children are recruited, given guns and trained to use them against a perceived enemy.  According to the article, “South Sudan: Child Soldiers Thrust into Battle” the author states that “…they saw dozens of children in military uniform, armed with assault rifles, deployed with government soldiers and firing on opposition positions.”  In addition, children are brainwashed to believe that their contribution in fighting an enemy is a positive thing.  “…he has been shown that killing someone is not a crime, not a bad thing” (Returning Sudanese Child Soldiers to their Childhood).  This is showing the children that their only option is revenge and violence, which does not allow them to heal and process the traumas they have experience.  Not only are children used in combat, but they are also used to perform duties around militia camps as cheap labour.  For example, the article, “Child soldiers continue the battle in Sudan” says that, “Only older boys were forced to fight.  But boys as young as five were used to carry wood and water.”  These tasks are vital to the survival of a camp and to allow them to thrive and keep on fighting.  Children are an essential part of armed conflicts and continue to be used because they prove to be a useful, and cost effective.
